
 

 

PRESS RELEASE       

Woodsford comments on Supreme Court decision in Merricks v Mastercard 

 

LONDON, 11 December 2020, Woodsford, the global provider of litigation financing solutions for 

businesses, individuals and law firms, welcomes the pro-claimant and pro-litigation funding decision 

of the UK Supreme Court in Merricks v Mastercard that was handed down earlier today. 

 
The decision makes it easier for class representatives, backed by litigation funding, to bring ‘opt-out’ 

class actions, also known as collective proceedings, against large corporate defendants whose anti-

competitive behaviour has caused loss to consumers.  

 
Woodsford’s Chief Executive Officer, Steven Friel, commented: “I am particularly pleased to see the 

Supreme Court’s recognition that consumer collective redress and litigation funding fit together like 

hand in glove. The Supreme Court has endorsed the access to justice benefits of litigation funding.  

All too often, large corporate defendants, with their armies of expensive lawyers, seek to avoid 

justice by arguing about the mechanisms by which consumers can seek compensation for 

wrongdoing, including factors relevant to litigation funding. The Supreme Court’s decision is the 

latest, and most senior, judicial confirmation that the English Courts are fed up with these defendant 

tactics. This bodes well for the CAT cases that Woodsford has already agreed to fund, and the 

further cases that we are actively considering.”   

 

Woodsford’s Chief Investment Officer, Charlie Morris added: “It is five years since the collective 

action regime was implemented by the Consumer Rights Act and unfortunately not one case has yet 

been certified. That cannot be what Parliament had in mind. Hopefully this fantastic decision from 

the Supreme Court will finally give teeth to the regime and put a stop to defendants fighting 

meritorious certification applications for no good reason, including in the cases being funded by 

Woodsford.”  

 

https://woodsfordlitigationfunding.com/about-woodsford/meet-the-team/steven-friel/
https://woodsfordlitigationfunding.com/about-woodsford/meet-the-team/charlie-morris/


 

Woodsford is a global leader in litigation funding generally, and collective redress in particular. A 

founder member of both the UK based Association of Litigation Funders and the recently launched 

International Legal Finance Association, Woodsford is a market leader in funding complex group 

actions.  

 

Woodsford was not involved in the Merricks case, but is funding both the Justin Gutman case (the 

UK’s first ever standalone competition collective action) and the Mark McLaren case (one of the UK’s 

first ever cartel collective actions). 

 

[Ends] 

 

 

Notes to editor 

About Woodsford  

 

Founded in 2010 and with a presence in London, Philadelphia, New York, San Francisco, Toronto, 

Singapore, Brisbane and Tel Aviv, Woodsford provides tailored litigation financing solutions for 

businesses, individuals, and law firms. This includes single case and portfolio litigation funding and 

arbitration funding and the funding of collective actions. Woodsford’s Executive team blends 

extensive business experience with world-class legal expertise.  

 

Woodsford is a founder member of both the International Legal Finance Association (ILFA) and the 

Association of Litigation Funders of England & Wales (ALF). Woodsford’s Chief Operating Officer, 

Jonathan Barnes, sits on the board of both organisations. 

 

Interviews, photos and biographies available on request. 
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For further information visit http://www.woodsfordlitigationfunding.com or follow on Twitter 

@WoodsfordLF. 
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